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Garrard, Mayor. —_— 


Martic vii. die Februarii, 1709. Anno; 
Regns Regine Anne, Magne Britanie, , _.. 
Oc. Otave. | 


His Court doth deſire Dr. Smalridge 
| to Print his Sermon, Preach'd at 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on 

Sunday the Twenty Ninth of Januar) laſt, 
before the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen of 
this City. . - 
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I Theſſ. ii. 4. Latter part of the Verfe. | 


Not as pleaſing Men, but God, which 
trieth our Hearts. FED 


of pleafing God, as things not only different 
in Speculation, but inconſiſtent in Fact. 
When he proſeſſeth of himſelf, that in the 
Diſcharge of his Miniſtry, he did not aim at pleaſing. 
Men, but God, wh#h trieth our Hearts; he ſeems 
to imply, that theſe are two oppoſite Ends, and 
that thoſe who purſue the One, do thereby plainly 
ſhew that they have no regard at all to the Other. 
But in other parts of his Epiſtles, he ſpeaks as if 


0: Paul doth here ſpeak of pleaſin Men, and ; 


he was of a quite contrary Opinion: He adviſes 


the Corinthians againſt doing any thing that might 

diſpleaſe any ſort of Men: And that we may not 
think He exhorted them to what he did not pra- 
Qiſe himſelf, He recommends this Advice to them, 
by the Authority of his own Example, 1 Cor. 10. 


32, 33. Give none Offence, ſaith he, neither to the 


Jews, vor to the Gentiles, aor to the Church of God, 


even as I pleaſe all Men in all things, What there- 
fore he in this Place declares, muſt receive ſome 


Limitations; and it may be of Uſe to us, not ſo 
much to juſtify St. Pa«/'s Conduct in this Matter, 
as to regulate our Own, ta know what thoſe Li- 
mits arez to enquire into the Meafures we ought 
to preſcribe to our ſelves, in dur Study to pizals 


Men; to examine, When, and in what Caſes an 


1  Endea, 


£4) 


Endeavour to pleaſe Men is Innocent, when Un- 


lawful, when the Duty of a good and ſincere 


Chriſtian. I fay, an Endeavour topleaſe; for the 
Actual Pleafing of Men is not within our Power, 
nor doth it depend upon our Choice; ſo that it 


cannot properly be the Subject of any Command 


or Prohibition. When St. Paul therefore ſaith, 
That he did not pleaſe Men, but God; this can- 
not be underſtood of his Actual Pleaſing Men, 


but of his Aim and Endeavour to pleaſe them. 


Men may be pleas'd with thoſe Actions that are 


perform'd, without any Deſign to pleaſe them; 


but this Pleaſure cannot be aſcrib d as a Vertue, or 


imputed as a Fault, to thoſe who intended it not: 


When therefore we are either commanded or ſor- 


bidden to pleaſe Men, this Precept is of the ſame 
Nature, and muſt admit of the ſame Interpreta- 
tion, as that of St. Paul to Timothy, Let no Man 


deſpiſe thee, It was not wholly in T:wothy's Pow- 


er, whether he ſhould be deſpiſed or not; nor is 
it in Ours, whether We ſhall pleaſe Men, or not: 
But as by that Command Timothy was enjoyn'd to 


do ſuch things as might 8 Reverence, and 
to forbear ſuch as mig 


So that in this Caſe, we are to meaſure the Good- 
neſs or Evil of our Actions, not by their Actual 
pleaſe ; and are to ſhew when, and how far, this 
7 r is Innocent, when it is a Sin, and when 
it is a Duty BR W 
' What is neceſſary to be ſaid on this Subject, 


ph >. 


t cauſe Contempt; fo, 
when we are either commanded or forbidden to 
pleaſe Men, we are enjoyn'd or prohibited to 
do thoſe things which are moſt likely to pleaſe, 
or to intend the pleaſing of Men by our Actions: 


plealing, but by our Deſign and Endeavour to 


, ) 
think, be fairly included under theſe three 


will, 1 
Heads 


1. Whatever Men may Innocently be pleas'd 


_ with, That we may Innocently do, in order to 


pleaſe Men. | 
II. What Men ought not to be pleas'd with, 
Fe we ought not to do, to pleaſe Men there- 
II. What Men Ought to be pleas'd with, 
That we are bound to do, that Men may be 

pleas'd there with. | Mont 


I. Whatever Men may Innocently be pleasd | 


with, that we may Innocently do, in order to 


pleaſe Men. X 
God hath implanted in our Souls a natural De- 
fire of Pleaſure ; which conſequently in ſome Ca- 
ſes we may give way to; becauſe otherwiſe this 
Peſire would be implanted in Vain: To be pleagd = 
therefore, is not always a Sin, but is Good or Evil, 


according to its different Cauſes, Occaſions, and 


Circumſtances. What things God hath not forbid 
us to be plea'd with, in Thoſe we may innocently 
take pleaſure ; and as we may, without Guilt, be 
pleas'd Ourſelves, ſo may we, with Innocence, con- 


; tribute to the Warrantable Pleaſures of each 


Other: For what another can innocently be pleas'd 
with, that I may do without Sin; ſince if I could 
not do it without Sin, neither could he without 
Guilt be pleas'd in my doing of it, becauſe no one 
ought to be pleas'd with any Action which is in 


the leaſt Sinful; and if an Action be in it ſelf Law- 
ful, it cannot become Otherwiſe by its pleaſing 
bthers, unleſs there were ſome Law of God 


againſt 


(6) 

inſt doing any thing which might pleaſe our 
other, But tha a * pleaſes, is ſo far from 
making what is in it ſelf Innocent to become Sin- 
ful, that rather of Indifferent, it makes it a Duty; 
for ſince we are bound to contribute to the Happi- 
neſs of our Brethren, and ſo far as we do pleaſe 
them without Expoſing them to'any Miſchief, we 


do make them happy; to pleaſe others, where it 
can be done without Sin, ſeems to be an Act of Bro- 


therly Charity. God hath been fo indulgent to us, 


that he hath debarr'd us from no Pleaſures, but 
ſuch as will at laſt end in Grief and Pain; and we 


are ſo far from being forbidden to promote the 
Pleaſure of others, that we are never reſtrain'd 
from pleaſing them, but where the Pleaſure 
which we afford them, will at laſt tend to theit 
Hurt. This Rule will juſtify us in the Uſe of all 


Innocent Methods of pleaſing each Other. We 


may comply with the Warrantable Cuſtoms of 
the Age and Manners of thoſe we live with: We 
may make our Perſons acceptable to thoſe with 
whom we converſe, by Civil and Obliging Con- 
verſation: We may divert their Imagination with 
the Pleaſantry of Wit, and Innocent Mirth ; and 
much more feed their Underſtandings with de- 
Hghtful Truths: In ſhort, we may miniſter to any 
un forbidden Pleaſure of each other, without be- 
ing guilty of ſo pleaſing. Men, as ta diſpleaſe God, 
ho trieth our Hearts. A LE 
But in the IId Place. . 

What Men ought not to be pleas'd with, that 

we-ought not to do to pleaſe Men. 


The Pleaſures of Men are to be bounded within 


certain Limits, beyond which if they paſs, they 
became Uawarrantable, The Will of Man, 55 
„ | the 
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the Law of our Creation, ought to be ſubordinate 
to the Will of God: Whilſt it conforms it ſelf to 


thatRule, it is Juſt: When it any way tranſgreſ 
ſes that, it becomes Unjuſt. When Man therefore 
is pleasd with that which diſpleaſes God, this 
Pleaſure is finful, becauſe Nothing, which is con- 
trary to the Will of God, ought to be the Object 
of our Pleaſure. And as Men ought not to be 
pleas'd with any thing which is Sinful, ſo ought 
they not to do any thing which is Sinful, to pleafe 
| each other: For, what is in it ſelf Unlawful, can. 
not become Lawful by its pleaſing ; ſince the plea» 
ſing or diſpleaſing Men is wholly extrinſical to the 
Morality of our Actions, any otherwiſe than as 
God commands or forbids us to pleaſe them: To 
ſome Men indeed our Actions will be Pleaſing or 
Diſpleaſing, as they are Good or Bad; but they 
are Good or Bad, only as they are pleaſing or dit: 
pleaſing to God. This Rule will condemũ all En- 
deavour to pleaſe Men, by doing any thing which 
is Evil; Evil to Them or to Us; deſtructive td 
Their Salvation, or to our Own. 
And 1#, We muſt not, to pleaſe Men, do any 


thing which is prejudicial to their Salvation. It is 


the height of Folly, to bepleas'd with what tends 
to our Ruin, and of Cruelty to pleaſe Others, at the 
Expence of their eternal Happineſs. He would 4b 


a very inhumane Office to his Friend, who ſhould 


adminiſter him a deadly Draught, tho? it pleas'd 
his Palate, and were ſweeter than Honey in his 
Mouth. By this vicious Complaiſance, the Serpent 
- firſt beguiPd Eve; and She, being deceiv'd, brought 
Adam into the Tranſgreſſion: When She had taſted 
the Forbidden Fruit, and eaten thereof, ſhe was 
willing, in great Courteſy, tv oblige her Lord, by 

% Com. 
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communicatiog to him, in the ſame Morſel, Plea: 
ſure and Death. Of the ſame fatal Treachery are 
all thoſe Inſtruments of Satan guilty, who inſtruct 
raw and unprattis'd Sinners in the ways of Vice; 
bring them firſt acquainted with. Sin; and take 
upon them, with the Devil 6o the Mount, to ſhew 
them the World, and the Pleaſures of it; Theſe 
make it their Buſineſs to call aſide Paſſengers, who 
are going on right in the Ways of Vertue, and to 
lead them officiouſly into the more pleaſarit Paths 
of Vice, Prov. g. 16, 17. Whoſe is ſimple, they bid him 
turn aſide thither; and as for him that wanteth Un. 
derſtanding, they ſay unto him, ſtol n Waters are ſweet, 
and Bread eaten in ſecret, is pleaſant, Thus, Prov. 
7. 215 & c. Vith much fair peec h they cauſe him to 
yield ; with the Flattering of their Lips they enſuare 
him, He goeth ; hon Pleaſure ſtrait way, 45 an Os go- 
eth to the Slaughter, or as a Fool to the Correction of 
the Stocks: As 4 Bird, he haſteth to the Snare, and 
knaoweth not that it is for his Life; till at laſt he 
finds, by ſad Experience, that this pleaſant W 
leads to Hell, and goes down io the Chambers of Death. 
Next to this firſt Rank of Sinners, who pleaſe - 
Men by being their Tutors and Direftors in 
Vice, are thoſe complaiſant Perſons, who tho? 
they do not plainly and exprefly invite Men to 
be wicked, yet countenance them in their Vice; 
andencourage them to continue in it, by Flattery 
or Connivance. They know how unable Vice is to 
fuſtain it ſelf, under Diſgrace; and how glad a Vi- 
cious Man is, when his Sins, of which He himſelf | 
15 naturally aſnam d, are kept in countenance by 
Thoſe with whom he converſes, Theſe Courteous 
Men therefore, are careful ſtrictly to watch all 
their Words, leſt any ſhould eſcape n when 
© OY might 
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| might; bettay the leaſt Diſlike of what thoſe Pers 
ſons do; whoſe Ruin they had rather ſte, than | 
feel theit Diſpleaſure. If by oppoſing themſelves 
to the licentious Practices ofa daring Sinner, they 
ſhould chance to offend him, ſome ſmall tem- 
poral Intereſt of their Own might be in danger; 
which, becauſe it is their Own, they donot think 
worth hazarding, to purchaſe the eternal Salvation 
of Another: If their deluded Friend ſhould be 16 
hardy, as to walk upon a Precipice,they are more 

. complaiſant than to ſpoil a Frolick, tho? the next 
ſtep may be into the Depths of Hell. Over Men of 
fuch ſordid Spirits, Sinners have as great a Power, 
as they have over their own Confciences : When 
-Ungodly Men have once prevail'd with their Con- 

, |. ferences not to accule them, theſe Flatrerers ſoon 
tanke the Hint, and preſently ſtop their Mouths 3 
f and both rogethet ſuffer the habitual Sinner to go 
1 on quietly to Perdition: For ſuch Men think it 
. ſufficient, chat Their Charity to the Soul of their 


Brother, ſhould keep pace With his Love to Him- 

5 ſelf: And if it is his Pleaſure to ſacrifice his Soul 

ſe to his Luſts, He diſpoſeth of what is his Own; 

1 | and they will not be fo impertinently rude, as to 

o intermeddle in the Concerns of another. The 

to find it is his Humour to live without Controu 
e || and they know how to make their Court better 
n than to attempt to ſave a Man againſt his Will. 

This ſordid Compliance with the Wicked, for 

fear of diſpleaſing them, as it is a Sign of a Baſe 
eit and Setvile Spirit, wherever it is met; ſo is it at- 
by || tended with greater Degrees of Guilt and Sca ridal 
in thoſe, whoſt peculiar Office it is boldly to re- 

an | duke Sin, and to ſhew the People their Tranſ- ; 

Bre ſfions. God hath denounc'd very vere Woes | 
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n oy... 
_ .- againſt thoſe Seers, who {ſhit their Eyes, 
and will not ſee; who ſpeak {ſmooth things, 
and propheſy Deceit; Who ſow Pillows: un- 
dier the Arms of Sinners, that they may ſleep 
on ſecurely, and take their Eaſe. Should the Mi- 
miſters of the Goſpel ſuit their Doctrines, not to 
the Edification, but to the Palates of their Hear- 
ers; ſhould they, who are allowed of God to be 
put in truſt with the Goſpel, even ſo ſpeak, not as 
pleaſing God, which trieth our Hearts, but as pleaſing 
Mies; - ſhould. they handle the Word of God de- 

'  ceitfully, not by Marnifeſtation f the Truth, com- 
mending themſelves to every Man's Conſcience, but 

| Diſſimulation of the Truth, commending them- 
* ſelves. to ſome Mens Favour; ſhould they, in or- 
der to compliment Sinners of Diſtinction and 
Rank, repreſent the Way which leadeth unto 
Life, as much Broader, and the Gate which en- 

| entreth into Heaven, as a great deal Wider, than 
1 Chriſt in the Goſpel hath. taught Us they are; 
0 mould they take more care to advance Pleaſing 

Errors, than to preach Uſeful Truths; ſhould 

; _ They Alter, ſhould they Diſguiſe, ſhould they - 
1 Stifle any fundamental Points, either of the Chri- 
| | ſtian Faith, or of the Chriſtian Practice, which 


| | they had formerly inculcated with Zeal and Ear- 
fi neſtneſs, not becauſe they judged-ſuch Points. to 
| be leſs True, leſs Neceſſary, or leſs Seaſonable, but 
meerly becauſe they found them to be leſs Taking, 
leſs Popular, and leſs Faſhionable, than they had 
| been; ſhould, I fay, the Stewards of the Myſte- 
I. ries of God be at any time thus Unfaithful, they 
_ would probably incur the Diſpleaſure even of 
'F fthoſe very Men, whom by ſo Scandalous a Con- 
1 duct they ſought to pleaſe; they would certainly 


EN. 


e 
expoſe themſelves to the juſt Cenſures of all Wiſe 
| 88 6005 Nen, and to the utmoſt dee 

of an Offended God. Should we thus depart” on 
of the' Way, ſhould we cauſe many to ſtumble at 
thy Law, ſhould we corrupt the Covenant of God, 

it would be juſt in God to make us Contemprible and 
Baſe before all the People, according as we hade not 
kept his Ways, but have been partial in his Law, But 
| were we ſure to 1 Men, by ſuch baſe Com- 
pliances, yet ſhould we deſerve ill of thoſe, 
whom by thus pleaſing we expos'd to Ruin, 
Better are the keenelt Reproofs of an Open Ene- 
my, then the fatal Endearments of thoſe falſe 
Friends, who whilſt they flatter Men into Dam- 
nation, and betray thoſe to whom they. make 
their Court, have no dther Title than Judas had, 
to be numbred amongſt the faithful Servants of 4 
jelus Chriſt. Bur, 
24) As we may not pleaſe Men, by doing 
any thing which is deſtructive to their Salvation; 
- ſo neither may we pleaſe them, by doing any 
thing which may endanger Our Own. Charity to 
my Brother, Obliges me rather to incur his Diſ- 
pleaſure than to contribute to his Ruin; and Cha- 
rity to my Own Soul, will make me rather ven- 
ture to diſpleaſe Man than God. It is not lawful 
for any Man to make His Pleaſure the Rule of 
his Own Actions; much lels Ought another to 
make His Will the meaſure of Mine: He, who 
expects that I ſhould comply with Him, is 
himſelf bound up by the ſame Laws as Iam: 
We are Both limited by the Laws of God, 
and it can be no Excuſe to either of Us, that 
We ſeek to gratify our Felow-Servant, by trag{- 
_ grefling the Commands of our common Lord 


, "_ 
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(12) 
hen at any time we conſult the 
Pleaſure, and comply with che Deſires of each 
- other, it is not ſo properly Men whom we deſire 
- to pleaſe, as God, who hath commanded. us in 
© ſome things to pleaſe Men: And to ſhew, that 
it is not the Pleaſure of Man, which governs us 
any otherwiſe than in ſubordination to God's, 
when the Will of our Fellow-Creatures runs 
counter to the Commandments of God our Crea- 
tor, we ought no longer to ſhew ourſelves Obſe- 
quious and Complaiſant. Whatever Motives can 
be urg'd for our Compliance in any thing which 
is ſinful, will betray the Cauſe which they are 
brought for, and plead much ſtronger for a pe- 


remptory Refuſal. If to work upon our Gratitude 


Paſt Favours are pretended, why we should not 
| ſtand out, the Mercies we have received from 
God are infinitely Greater, the Obligations to 
him Earlier, and the Ties by which we are 
bound to him much Stronger. It thoſe who would 
have us do their Pleaſure, addreſs themſelves to 
our Hopes, by ſhewing that it is our Intereſt to 
humour them, or would prevail upon our Fears, 
by repreſenting to us the ill Conſequences of diſ- 

_ obligiag them, yet Heaven hath greater Rewards 
in ſtore than they can Promiſe, much more than 
they can make Good; and Hell hath greater 
Plagues in reſerve than they can Threaten, much 
more than they can Inflict. If we chuſe to offend 
Them, rather than diſobey God, we have juſt 
Reaſon to hope, that His Providence will shelter 
us from any ill Effects of their Diſpleaſure: But 
if to pleaſe them, we Offend God, their Power 
15 unable to ſecure ps From, or to ſupport us un- 
der his Diſpleaſure. His Anger is Unavoidable, 
NV wer on „„ 


( 13 ) | 
ſp that there is no flying from it: His Venge- 
geance is Inſupporta ble, fo that there is no abid.. 
10g under it. We may ſometimes Incur the Di- 
ſpleaſure of Men, for not conforming Our Practice 
to Theirs, but we can never Deferveit; and this 
Teftimony of Our own Conſcience, that we fuf- 
fer unjuſtly, will bear us up againſt their Frowns : 
But we can never diſpleaſe God, but we muſt ar 
the ſame time wound our Own Confeience, 
which will then be ſo far from fupporting us under 
the Weight of God's Difpleafure, that it will 
it ſelf prove a Burden too great for Man to bear. 


From Men's Diſpleaſure, be the Effects of it at 


Folens never ſo ſevere, there will in a fhart time 
be a final Releaſe; but the Divine Vengeance 
Pill purſue us out of This World into the next; 
in the Grave we ſhall not find any Sanctuary a- 
gainſt that Funiſhment, which will laft as long 
as the Guilt which deferves it, rhe Sout which 
Suffers it, and God, who inflits it. Fhefe 
Thoughts ought always to be preſent to our 
Minds, to deter us from ſeeking to pleaſe Men 
by any ſinful Practices; for no Temptation 
which Satan uſeth, turns better ro his Account, 
or betrays more Souls into the Snares of Death, 
than his Fear of Diſpleaſing Men; It is not the 
Perfecytion of Tyrants only, that makes Men 
fall from their Puty, but every private Man hath 
that Awe over his Neighbour, as to Fright bim 
into Sin: It is not only out of the Fear of Death, 
or Baniſhment, or Poverty, or any Evils of the 
firſt Magoitude, that we rranſgreſs the Laws of 
God; but the Fear of an angry Word, an unkind 
Look, a cool Indifference towards us, ſhall make 
us comply with what we know to be Sinful and 
Damnable. Wanne | ; " 
* | i; | Narr 
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Nor doth this Fear Work only upon Baſe and 
Cowardly Piu but upon tho alſo that have 
the Reputation of the moſt Brave. He that can 
ndauntedly mount a Breach, and advance to 
1 — Mouth of a Cannon, yet hath not Courage 
enough to be ſober amongſt tlie Intempetate, or 
3 a. Challenge. Nay, thaſe very Perſons 
who have got been afraid at the Frowns of a 
Prince, but have been content to loſe all they 
ad, rather than to abjure their Religion at his 
Command, yet have beeagknown to live. in di- 
rect Oppoſition to it, rather than by pars Nor 
gular to diſoblige thoſe with whom they, have 
converſed. This Compliance with ſinful Practices, 
in order to pleaſe Sinners, borcowerh the Pil. 
guiſe of ſeveral good Qualities, and puts on very 
plauſible Names. When the Romaniſi would ha ve 
us believe, as the Church believes, he calls this 
Compliance Catholic-Communion; When one 
who gives himſelf a Latitude in Living, would 
prevail with us to do as he.doth, he calls this 
Good Nature: To fall in with all the modiſh Vi- 
ces of the Age, is ftyI'd Good Breeding; And 
thoſe who would perſwade Others to run into the 
ſame. Exceſs of Riot, as they allow themfelves in, 
term this Good Fellowſhip. That Indifference to 
All Religions, and All Communions, which is 
deſervedly Odious, when it is call'd by its own 
true Name of Luke - warmneſs, muſt be recom- 
mended under the more ſpecious Title of Tem- 
per and Moderation; And that Atheiſm and In- 
fidelity, which ah tright, People from being 
Proſelytes thereto, if they were directly propos'd + 
as ſuch, muſt, in order to gain Converts, bor- 
row the gentler Appellation of Free-think- 


ing, 
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ing, and diveſting Ourſelves of the Prejudices 
of Education. The more frequent. this vicious 
Compliance is, and the more fpecious Appear- 
ances it carries, the more we ought to be upon 
our guard againſt it, as knowing it is too great 
a ſtrain of Complaiſance to commit Sin, rather 
than to do what they call a Rude Thing. And 
we carry the Compliment too far, when we 
pleaſe Men at the Expence of our own Everlaſt- 
E vid gin noon ot prov s 
But tho? we ought not to pleaſe Men by doing 
any thing Which may endanger Their Souls, or 
our Own, yet there are Other Caſes, wherein it 
is not only Lawful, but our Bounden Duty to 
pleaſe Men, ſince in theſe the pleaſing of Men is 
one part of that Duty, which we owe to our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. For, 
III. What Men Ought to be pleas'd with, 
That we Ought to do, that Men may be pleas'd 
therewith 2 4 
Since God's Will is the Rule of Man's, what- 
ever Actions are agreeable to the Laws of God, 
Ought to be pleaſing to Men; and as Men ought 
to be Pleas'd, when God's Name is Glorified by 
the Performance of his Will, ſo ought they to 
promote the Pleaſure of each other, by the mu- 
tual Obſervance of His Commandments. Good 
Men are juſtly pleas'd, when the Laws of God 


are kept, and his Name is honour'd. This 


Pleaſure they have a good Right and Title to; Z 


and that they may have frequent Opportunities 
of exerciſing it, Our Light Oaught ſo to ſbine before 
theſe righteous 5 that ſeeing theſe our good 
Works, they may be pleas'd, and glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven. I ee lay, that we ought 

| & 


to 
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toperform Good Actions only that we may pleaſe 
Men; for if they be done barely for this end, they 
commence Bad Actions; and fuch as good Men, 
if they are aware that they-proceed from this bad 
Principle, ought not to be pleas d with. But ſince 
God hath annext Praiſe and Eſteem to Vertuous 
Ackions, which, as they are pleafing to Him, fo 
they procure us alſo the Good Will of men; ſuch 
Actions as .theſe, are not Leſs, bur more our 
Duty, for being Amiable and Pleaſing. Whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatfoever things are pure, whatſo- 
ever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
report, 5 there be any Vertue, any Rraiſe, our Apo- 
ſtle, commands us to thin on ſucij things. We 
are not to think of theſe only, becauſe they E 
us Love, Reputation, and Praiſe; but becauſe 
being Juſt, Pure, and Vertuous, they are ſuch as 
ought to be Belov'd; Eſteem'd, and Prais'd. This 
Love, Eſteem, and Praiſe, were they ſeparated 
from Juſtice, Purity, and Vertue, n not to 

be aim'd at by us. But ſince the pleaſing of men 
naturally ariſes from our Performance of ſuch lau- 
dable Actions, we mutt, by the doing theſe, con - 
tribute to the Pleaſure of godly men. This Rule 
will not only Warrant us, but Oblige us to pleaſe 
good men,” by keeping all the Laws of God. And 
becauſe all men, whether they are or not, yet 
Ought to be pleasd with what tends to the Ho- 
nour of Religion, to the Good of men's Souls, 
and to the Publick Peace, it will be our Duty to 
endea vour the pleaſing of men, in order to pro 
mote theſe great Ends. And, . 
f. We mult pleaſe men, that we may there- 
by promote the Honour of our Religion. Some 
men miſtake IIl- nature for a+. certain Sigu of 


1 
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Grace, and think they are not ſuch as they 
ought to be, unleſs in every thing they are Sin+ 
gular, To Hate the World, and to be Hated by 
it, is, in their Opinion, the Duty and Lot of 
all Chriſt's Diſciples, and they are apt to ſuſpect 
themſelves, if Others think well of th 
Pleas'd with any thing they do. Hence, in the 
- Whole Conduct of their Lives, they take a great, 

Delight to thwart and to croſs others. By a rude 


and churliſh Behaviour, they declare an open De- 


fiance to mankind, and think they can never 


pleaſe God, but by diſpleaſing men. This four and 
rugged Temper of ſome men, who pretend tobe 


good Chriſtians, purely becauſe they are not like 
other men, and wha exclude all ſuch from being 
Religious, who are not like themſelves, brings's 
great Scandal on that Faith which they profeſs, 
and by this maligoancy of Spirit diſparage, For 
ſweetneſs of Nature, and an obliging Deportment, 
have a good Title to, and are in preſent Poſſeſſion 


of, a very fair Reputation in all ciyiliz d parts of 


the World ; fo that Religion muſt needs ſnffer 
much in the Opinions of men, if it ſhould. be 
thought to countenance Ill· nature andill-· breeding. 
Courteouſneſs and Affability, Meekneſs and Deſe- 


rence to others, have had a Place amongſt mo- 


ral Vertues, in all the Schemes of Duty that have 
pet appear'd in the World. And it would be a 
great Reproach on the Goſpel, to ſuppoſe that 


we mult put off all . before we can 


commence good Chriſtians. There are indeed 
ſeveral things, wherein it is Unlawful for us to 


comply with the Cuſtams of the World; but tbe 


more we are bound up in Thele Ca ſes, the more 
Cautiaus we aught to be in Other things not 5 


em, or are 
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be Stiff and Humorſome. If in ſome things we 
are forc'd to be Singular, becauſe our Holy Re- 


ligion will not permit Us to do as Others do; the 


beſt way toconvince Mankind, that this proceeds 
not from Frowardneſs, and that we do not take 


delight to oppoſe others, will be by ſhewing a 
ready Compliance, and a ſincere Deſire to pleaſe, 
where we have a greater Scope, and where the 
Laws of God are fo far from Forbidding us, that 
they Oblige us to comply. This Endeavour to 
pleaſe Men, will free our Religion from the Scan- 
dal of ſowring Men's Tempers, of rendring 
them Moroſe and Unſociable, Sullen and Pre- 
verſe II- natur'd and Uatractable, which are 
Qualities of ſo Odious a Character, that a Re- 


ligion which fhbuld ſeem to inſpire them, would 


be thought very improper for Perfons of Good Na- 
tare, and Ingenious Education; that is, for the 
very beſt part of Mankind to be govern'd by. 
And as we ought thus to pleaſe Men, in order 
to vindicate the Honor of our Religion, ſo 


24% We ought to pleaſe Men, in order to 


promote the Spiritual Good of their Souls. 

When our A poſtle lays don this general Pre- 
cept, © Let every one pleaſe his Neighbour, he imme- 
diately ſubjoins to what End this Plea ſing of our 


Neighbour ought to be directed, i. e. For hit 
Good ro Ediſcation. This, as it is the End 


which He recommends to Others to purſue, ſo 
was it the Scope to which his Own Endeavours 
to pleaſe, were conſtantly directed. I pleaſe 
Men; faith he, in all things, not ſeeking mine Own 
Profit, bat the Profit of many, that they might be 
ſaved. This was the Reaſon of his Eaſy Com- 
priance, and adapting himſelf to the 2 
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Tempers and Humours of thee he converſed* 
rith ; If he was a Servant unto all Men, it was 
135 he might gain the more: Unto the Jews he be- 
came as # Jew, that he might gain the Jem: To them 
that were Under the Law, as under the Law, that 
he migbt gain them under the Law To them that were 
ee e eee Law: that be , a thee! 
that mere without Lam; To the Weak, he became 
' 4s Weak that he might gain the Meat; And was_ 
made 4 "Thin s, to All Men, that. he might 4 40 ; 
Means ſave ſome. For our Apoſtle, 0 lag 
perſectij well skill'd in all the Arts of Divine Ora- 
tory, underſtood very well how neceſſary it is, 
in order to convincing Men's judgments, and in- 
uencing their Actions, to be firſt of all Maſter of 
their AﬀeQions, If we would have Men come 
in eaſily, to our Opinions, and be govern'd, by 
our Counſels, we muſt take care fo to demean 
our ſelves, that they may be pleas d with us, and 
have an Eſteem ſor our Perſons. , It will be diffi- 
cult to convince any, that we may have an earne 
Zeal forthe Good of their Souls, and a paſſionate 
Deſire to promote their Eternal Welfare, if at the 
ſame time we do any thing which may juſtly of- 
fend and diſquiet them, and make their preſent 
' Condition Untaſy and Unpleaſant. He who 
pretends to adviſe and direct another, challangeth 
ſome ſort of Superiority over him; which the 
Pride that is natural to all Men, makes them verx 
ifficultly bear ; It is neceſſary therefore that he 
ould temper his Advice with a Mixture of 
Sweetneſs, and take care, that his Demeanour be 
ſuch, as may prepare.the Mind of his Diſciple to 
ſubmit. more willingly to his Direction. Thoſe 
Wholſome Inſtructions, which Charity requires 
us to give to our Brethren, are generally ſuch, 


2s in their own Nature are not very.grateful and 
Pleaſing to the e APIS. men, To 
make them therefore the more Acceptable, and 
that they may be the better Reliſh'd, they muſt 
be ſet off with an Air of Pleaſantneſs; and what 
of it ſelf is Diſtaſtful, muſt have its Bitterneſs 
diſſembled, that it may be the eaſier taken down, 
and convey Health ro the diſtemper*d Soul. 
Hence the Wiſdom of the Ancients thought it 
proper to couch the ſevere Precepts of morality 
under the Pleaſantneſs of Pable; they cloathfd 
their Notions of Philoſophy and the ſober Di- 
, Qates of right Reaſon, in the gaieſt Dreſs that 
Poetry could ſurniſn; and took care to plea ſe 
the Fancies of their Heaters, that by theſe means 
they might inſinuate themſelves into their good 
Eſteem; and by. Pleaſing, might profit them. 
And our Saviour, in condeſcention to the Infirmi- 
ties of men, hath vouchſafed to Uſe, and by his 
Uſing hath Sanctiſſed this method of Inſtruction. 
He hath deliver'd the Doctrines of the Goſpel in 
the delightful Style of Parables, which in their 
fleſt and Hiteral meaning are fitted to Entertain 
and to Divert the Hearer, and ſo to prepare his 
mind for the Revepthon of thoſe Practical Truths, 
which are conceal'd Under them, and convey'd 


us to ſeek the ſpiritual Good of others, and Ex- 
885 ſhewerh us, how naturally Eſteem or 

lleſteem, Approbation or Diſlixe, paſs fram 
Perſons to DoQtines, that our Endeavouts to 


may have the better Effect, we Oughr' to 


promote the Spiritual Welfare of our Brethre 
4 


the Pleaſing thoſe, whom without leaſing 
cannot Profit; to this end our Apoſtle made it 
his utmoſt care to x leaſe men, and by thus 
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By them. Now ſince Chriſtian Charity obligetn 


( 21 ) | 

pleaſing them, did the Office of an Apoſtle or Servant 
'of Jeſus Chriſt. And as the Private lateteſt of our 
Neighbour is a good End of endeayouring to pleaſe, ſo 
3dly, We muſt endeavour to Pleaſe Others, in order 
to promote the Publick Peace. We are commanded ts 

| Þpllow Peace with all Men; and becauſe there are ſome 
proper Means of attaining this End, we are alſo Oblig' d 
to follow after the things which make for Peace. All thoſe 
Words and Actions, which have any Influence towards 
the eſtabliſhing an amicable Correſpondeace amongſt 
dur Fellow-Chriſtians, are, by Virtue of this Precept, 
matter of Strict Duty; and all, which have the leaſt 
Tendency to diſquiet the Minds of our Brethren, are, 
by force of the ſame Precept, Utterly Unlawful. 
Now if we cloſely obſerve the Origine of all Quarrels, 
we ſhall find, that they ariſe from the Diſpleaſure we 
conceive one againſt another. We may perceive by 
Our ſelves, how nicely tender Self-love is; how deſi- 
rous we are, that every one ſhould do what We like; 
and how we are preſently upon the Alarth, if any one 
betrays the leaſt Slight of us, by doing what is Diſ- 
pleaſing to us: We may be ſure this Self- love is plant- 
ted as Deeply, and works as Strongly in other Men, as 
in Us: They are as much addicted to their own Hu- 
mours, as we are to Ours; and love as little to be 
thwarted in them as We do: If therefore we are ſen- 
ſible how quick and ſevere our Own Reſentments are, 
when any thing is done which offends us, if we would 
not awaken the ſame Reſentments in Others, we muſt be 
careful not to do any thing which may juſtly diſpleaſe 
them. We all naturally defire tobe pleas d, but if each 
ſhould conſtantly follow his own Humor, we ſhall mu- 
tually interfere one with another. The beſt way to pro- 
vide for our Own Satisfaction, and the publick Peace, 
will be to gratify Each Other; to procure the Couf- 
teſy of Others, by 9 towards Them, and by 
a mutual Commerce of the Offices of Humanity to keep 
up that good Order, which, upon the leaſt Failure of 
theſe Duties, is preſently diſturb'd. That Inward Peace 
Which conſiſts in Unity of Mind, and Agreement of 
Judgment, is rather to be Wiſhd, than Hop'd for, in 
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3. peryerſe Generation; But eyen then, when we can 
not come up to this ha P N may DE that 
Ogtward Just, which conliſts in the reciprocal Dif- 
charge of all the Daties of Ciyility.. This te flex Care 
. how we diſpleaſe others, as it procures Their good Will 
E Us, ſo it keeps alive Ours to. Them: For ſince it is 
Kent to have a Warmth for any, in whom we per- 
ceive a,Coolneſs towards Us, the ſame Actions of Ours, 

Thi h create an Averſeneſs in Them, will by degrees 
extinguiſh in Our Minds that Charity, which Qught al- 
ways to be active in us towards our Chriſtian Brethren, 
Front iune of Differences, when they are come to 

all growth, and the reſtoring of Peace, where it hath 
been long broken, are attended with ſo-manyDifficulties, 
that they ſeldom prove ſucceſsful. - It will he much ea- 
fier by pleaſing. each other, to ſuppreſs this Evil in its 
Firſt Riſe, to prevent its Birth, and to hinder its Con- 
ception. The ire of Strife, is as the letting out of 
Water, Which, haying once paſt its Banks, ſpreads it 
delf to a vaſt Extent, but might, by a moderate Care 
at firſt, have been kept within its due Compaſs. Now 
ſince all thoſe Quarrels, which diſturb that mutual Con- 
cord that ought to he amongſt all Chriſtians, have their 
Firſt Riſe from ſame Miſunderſtandings betwixt them; 
Ice _ theſe ariſe. from our diſobliging each Other b 

Vords or Actions apc pleaſing ; to prevent theſe Miſ- 

Ic erye that Brotherly Love, which is 
the peculiar Duty and Character of Chriſtians, we are 
oblig'd to. endeavour the Pleaſing of each Other. 
Gloty.to God, Peace on Earth, and Good-will towards 
Men, are the great Ends of the Goſpel: Since therefore 
by pleaſing Men, we may promote the Honour of Our 
Religion, the Pablick Peace, and the Salvation of each 
. other, to pleaſe Men, in order to theſe good Ends, is 
do acquit our ſelyes faithful Servants of Jeſus Chriſt. ' 

ings Fe ought to pleaſe Men, yet 


Hut R 
we mult reſt here: The pleaſing of Men muſt not be the 
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Chief Reaſon and Ultimate End even of our Good AQi- 
ons. For he who is govern'd by no better a Principle 
than this, acts by a very Unſteady, Inſufficient, 2 

Ju _- Thoſe. 


perous, and Falſe Rule. 
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1 
Thoſe Actions can never be Uniform, which are di- 
rected by a Rule capable of Change: So that there muſt 
neceſſarily be a great deal of Uhcertainty and Variety 
in that Man's Actions, who adapts all he doth to the 
Pleaſing of Men. For what Some Men are pleas'd 
with, will be diſpleaſing to Others; and here he will 
be at a loſs, how to determine himſelf, ſince the Dan- 
ger of Diſappointment is equal to the Hopes of Suc- 
ceſs. Nay, ſo inconſtant are the Minds of Men; ſo mu- 
table their Iatereſts, and with them their Inclinations, 
that the Same Actiong, do not always pleaſe the Same 
Man: So that werg we to govern Gur Lives according, 
to any one Man's Pleaſure, we ſhould never be able by 
any Art to hit that Mark, which conſtantly wavers. 

But were this Rule of Acting more Fix'd- than it is, 

yet ſtill it would prove Iaſufficient: For there are ſeve- 
ral Degrees and Inſtances of Duty, to which it would 
not extend. Actions in themſelves; very Faulty, and 
which want many of thoſe Circumſtances which are ne- 
ceſſary to make them truly Good, may yet by a fair 
Out ſide chance to pleaſe Men; fo that ſuch a Principle 
_ of Acting, would rather Miniſter to Oſtentation, than 
make us ſincerely Vertuons. There are many ARioans, 
which we are ſtrictly bound to, which in ſome Times and 
Circumſtances may not be pleaſing to thoſe, whoſe eſteem 
of us we moſt value: And ſuch as theſe we ſhall very 
unwillingly venture on, if our utmoſt Aim in doi 
well, is to pleaſe Men. There are moreover ſevere 
Acts of Charity and Devotion to be done in Private, 
and thoſe Men cannot be pleaſed with, becauſe they are 
induſtriouſly hidden from them; which therefore are 
in great danger of being omitted by thoſe, who look 
not beyond the Eſteem of Men. 
Nor is this only an Inexpedient and Defective, but 
alſo a Dangerous and Unſate Rule. If an Endeavour 
to pleaſe Men, is the ma in Spring of our Motion to- 
wards Good; if their Love and Eſteem, their Applauſe 
and Approbation, ſeem to us Bleſſings of that Impor- 
tance, that we cannot be Eaſy or Happy without them, 
and therefore incite us ſtrongly to the N — 
c thoſe 
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ene Acton, by which they are ſonſtimes td be 
atksin d; we ate in great danger of being tempted” to 
Fial ſo, when the Pleaſure of Men, of which we are 
ſo fond, is no otherivays to be procur d. For he who 
performs Good Aion only to pleaſe Men, doth got 
cChooſe theſe, as they are Vertuous, bur as they are 
Pleafing and Agretable; ſo that if Evil Actions ſhall 
appear to tend equally, or more, to the Eud heaims at, 
he wilk be by this Principle equally or more inclin'd to 
thoſtt But tho? this wrong Biaſ on the Soul ſhoald not 
corn it ſo far as to comply with hat S Confeſſedly and 
| iouſty Eyil, yet it will dak ee eee 
favourable Opinion of all Aﬀions, which Miniſter. to 
an Rad we ſo egg n purſue: It will make rus at firſt 
-Wiſtthem lawful, 4d at laſt by eaſy Degrecs, we ſhall | 
paßt on to Eſteem them ſuch. . 
But after all, the chief and true Reaſon why we 
1d nor make the Pralſe of Men the Rule of out 
4 ons; is, becauſe it is a Falſe due. It is not that 
| Role ie by which we ought to Live, becauſe it is not that 
by which-we ſhall be finally Jadged. God hath not only 
air'd, that we ſhould perform ſuch and ſach pre- 
 -Feribd Actions, but that we ſhould do them out of A 
: W of our Duryto Him, and entire Regard to 
dis Law. At the laſt. Day, when our few Good Al- | 
Das ſnall be ſer agaiaſt dur Gander les Sins, thoſe which 
Ver done barely to pleaſe Men, ſhall not come into 
- Account with the” Former. Actious dode to pleaſe 
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Men 6alyjican'expe@nv-Reward but from Men? n 
if the Pleallng of be the Scope of all our Actio 
We have a fair Prof of a Reward from the Hands 


_ God. Ut us therefore in all things act, not as Auen. ö 
pleafers, but: as the Servants of Chriſt, doing the Will of G 
from" +3 Heart, with Good: M doing Service 41 to the 
Ted; and not to Men, Rowing that mhatfotver good thing + 
an Man. doth, upon t this good Principle, the ſang. ke 
| l of en in the en Day: of e 
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